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Explain the difference between a passive sentence and an active sentence. 

 

 The difference between the active voice and the passive is simple.  It’s a matter of 

emphasis.  Do you want to emphasize the doer or the receiver of the action? 

 

 If you emphasize the doer, the sentence is active.  If you emphasize the receiver, the 

sentence is passive.  In an active sentence, the doer of the action is up front.  In a passive 

sentence, the doer is at the end and the receiver of the action is up front. 

 

 Active = DOER—VERB—RECEIVER 

 

   The plane is bombing the tank. 

   DOER        VERB      RECEIVER 
 

 

Exercise 1: Transform the following Active sentences into Passive sentences. 
 

Directions: The verbs in the following sentences are in the active voice change the verbs to 

passive voice. 

 

Example: My neighbor alerted the police. The police were alerted by my neighbors.  

 

1. The whole state elects the governor. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Children from all countries love that game. 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. The critics reviewed the new Broadway play. 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. The pirates hid the treasure quickly. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. Terri examined the bugs on the tree. 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 
Explain the difference between a passive sentence and an active sentence. 

 

 The difference between the active voice and the passive is simple.  It’s a matter of 

emphasis.  Do you want to emphasize the doer or the receiver of the action? 

 

 If you emphasize the doer, the sentence is active.  If you emphasize the receiver, the 

sentence is passive.  In an active sentence, the doer of the action is up front.  In a passive 

sentence, the doer is at the end and the receiver of the action is up front. 



 

 

 Passive = RECEIVER—VERB—DOER 

 

   The tank is being bombed by the plane. 

   RECEIVER      VERB           DOER 

 

 The passive sentence above could also read “The tank is being bombed.”  and still be 

grammatically correct.  However, we wouldn’t know who or what bombed the tank.  The active 

voice forces you to include this information. 

Directions: The verbs in the following sentences are in the passive voice. Rewrite each sentence 

in the active voice. If the sentence doesn’t have a doer, supply one. The subject should be 

performing the action. If there is no doer, add one. 

 

Exercise 2: Transform the following Passive sentences into Active sentences. 
 

Example: The letter was sent earlier. Jeannie sent the letter earlier.  

 

1. The dishes were washed by Jane.  

_______________________________________________________________________. 

 

2. After the game we bought hamburgers for everyone.  

_______________________________________________________________________. 

 

3. During the intermission, our band played several numbers.  

_______________________________________________________________________. 

 

4. Alice broke her pen.  

_______________________________________________________________________. 

 

5. My computer was read by Miss Jones. 

_______________________________________________________________________. 

 

6. Jean broke her arm during a volleyball game. 

_______________________________________________________________________. 

 

 

Exercise 2: Add the correct punctuation in the following sentences. 
Dialogue Punctuation Practice 

Please add the correct punctuation to the following sentences to make them correct. Pieces of 

punctuation may include capitalization, commas, periods, question marks, exclamation marks, 

and quotation marks. 

 

1. Let’s go to the beach Kyle said 

 

2. Would you like a picnic lunch Pedro asked I’m starving 

 

3. Why don’t we invite Harriet Kyle suggested 

 



4. Pedro said she was not feeling well 

 

5. She was out of school Pedro commented Thursday and Friday 

 

6. Kyle said why don’t you call her 

 

7. Ok Pedro said I will 

 

8. When Harriet answered the phone she said what a shame 

 

9. I’d like to come she explained but I have a terrible cold 

 

10. Fran put aside her books to answer the phone. Hello she said 

 

Exercise 2: Correct the errors in the following sentences. 
 

Direct Speech 
1 Correct the mistakes. 

1 I told he to leave me alone.  

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2 The teacher us told that we must concentrate more.  

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3 Amy me asked not say anything.  

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4 Holly admitted that she have took the necklace.  

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5 Dad said he will to speak to my teacher in the morning. 
 

 

 

 

READING – TEST 

 

 

 
The African rainforests cover a very large area – from the west coast of Africa to the mountains in 
the East in Kenya and Tanzania. If you look at our map, you’ll see that more than 80 per cent of the 
rainforest is in the Congo basin. This time we’re going to mention a few larger mammals living in 
this area and a small animal from Madagascar. Madagascar, the world’s fourth largest island, lies off 
the southeast coast of Africa in the Indian Ocean. Some animals which live there can only be found 
in this part of the world.  
 
 
One such animal is the lemur. There are 25 species of lemur  
on Madagascar and all of them are endangered. The lemur is a monkey-like 

1. 

2. 



animal with large round eyes, a pointed nose, a long tail and soft woolly fur. The largest lemur, the 
indri, is about 95 cm long, the smallest, the mouse lemur, is only 15 cm long. All lemurs are 
vegetarians. They like wild figs, bananas and other forest fruits. 
 
 

 
The mountain gorilla lives on the slopes of volcanoes in Rwanda, Zaire  
and Uganda. They live in small groups led by a dominant male. They are too big 
and heavy to climb trees and so they wander slowly through the forest eating fruits, 
leaves and berries. They are the largest of the great apes and look very dangerous. 
But scientists say they are gentle, intelligent and very friendly. 
 
 

 
The forest elephant lives in the Congo basin. It is much smaller than the 
African elephant, which is the biggest animal on Earth.  
Nevertheless, even this “small” elephant can be up to 250 cm tall.  
Its ivory is thinner, short and a bit yellowish. 
 
 

 
The African forest is also home to different kinds of chimpanzees  
and baboons. Most chimpanzees use twigs to get tasty food from difficult 
places. Some can open nuts with stones and branches. Groups of about 
twenty chimpanzees travel together looking for fruit and leaves to eat.  
At night they rest in tall trees in branches.   
 
 
 

 
 
 

1. Read this article. Write a suitable title which will describe what the text is about. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Look at the following titles of the paragraphs. Choose from the titles A – F the one 

which fits best each gap 1 – 5 in the article. There is one extra title which you do not 

need to use. 

A – The biggest of the great apes 

B – Searching for food together 

C – Madagascar is my home 

D – The fastest animal in Africa 

E – A bit of geography 

F – Taller than a man 

 

3. 

4. 

5. 



3. Find the information about animals and fill in the table.  

 

 

4. Read the following sentences and decide if they are true (T) or false (F)? If they are 

false, correct them. If they are true, leave the line empty.  

 

Example:  

0) The African rainforests cover the area from the west coast to the lowlands in Kenya and 

Tanzania. 

F – They cover the area from the west coast to the mountains in Kenya and Tanzania. 

 

1) All lemurs are quite big – they are about 95 cm long. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

2) The mountain gorilla lives in a small group with a dominant leader.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

3) The African elephant is the biggest animal on Earth.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

4) Chimpanzees sleep on the ground. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5) The lemurs on Madagascar are not protected.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Where do they live? 

(states – min. 1 item) 

What do they eat? 

(min. 2 items) 

 

What do they look 

like? (min. 1 item) 

 

 

Lemurs 

 

Madagascar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gorillas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elephants  X thin and short ivory 

Chimpanzees X  X 



5. Read the short version of the article about animals and fill in the missing words 

according to it (only one word for each gap). The first has been done for you  

as an example. 

The rainforest (0) covers a very large part of Africa and Madagascar. It is home for many animals, 

some of which cannot be found anywhere else in the ________ (1). The lemur looks like a 

____________ (2). It has got a long _________(3) and large round eyes. He loves eating various 

kinds of _________ (4),  

for example bananas or figs. The mountain gorillas live in _________ (5) consisting of a chief and 

several other members. Because their weight is too __________ (6), they cannot climb the trees and 

they have  

to look for food near the ground. The forest elephant is __________ (7) than the African elephant.  

The colour of its ivory is somewhere between white and ___________ (8). Chimpanzees are very 

skilful – they can open nuts with branches or _____________ (9). They rest in the trees and eat the 

green __________ (10). 

 

6. Nine words are underlined in the article on the page 1. Match these words to their 

definitions. One has been done for you as an example. There are three extra words you 

do not need to use.  

0) a large wet area covered with trees is called a ...        rainforest 

1) when an animal is strong and can kill you easily, it is …     _____________ 

2) a soft coat which covers the animals’ bodies is …   _____________ 

3) a part of the elephant’s head      _____________ 

4) a very high hill       _____________ 

5) a small, thin part of a tree      _____________ 

 


